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Goal: To use english writing in communicative situations. 

Cont: Present simple / Adverbs of frequency 

 

Present Simple 

The positive is really easy. It's just the verb with an extra 's' if the subject is 'he', 'she', 

or 'it'. Let's take the verb 'play' as an example: 

Positive (of 'play') 

I play 

you play 

he plays 

she plays 

it plays 

we play 

they play 

 Don't forget the 's'! Even really advanced students do this! 
 For a few verbs, there is a spelling change before the 's'. For 

example, 'study' becomes 'studies' 

There are also few verbs which are irregular in the present simple: 

1. 'have' becomes 'has' 
2. 'do' becomes 'does' 
3. 'go' becomes 'goes 

 

 

 

 



To make the negative form, you need to use 'do not' (don't) or ' does not' (doesn't). 

Negative (of 'play') 

I do not play I don't play 

you do not play you don't play 

he does not play he doesn't play 

she does not play she doesn't play 

it does not play it doesn't play 

we do not play we don't play 

they do not play they don't play 

 

How about the question form of the present simple tense? 

We use 'do' or 'does' before the subject to make the 'yes / no' question: 

Yes / No questions 

do I play ? 

do you play ? 

does he play ? 

does she play ? 

does it play ? 

do we play ? 

do they play ? 

Just like with 'be', if you'd like to make a 'wh' question, you just put the question word 

at the front: 

Wh Questions 

where do I play ? 

what do you play ? 

why does he play ? 

who does she play ? 

when do we play ? 

how do they play ? 

 

 

 



Exercises 

1.  Complete with the correct present simple form of the verbs in brackets. 
 
1  Lee .............................. (finish) work at 5.30 p.m. 
2  Wendy .............................. (not / do) much exercise. 
3  Tom .............................. (study) music at college. 
4  .............................. (Pam / know) that I’m here? 
5  We .............................. (not / go) to college by train. 
 
2.  Complete the text with these words. There are two extra words. 
 
check   |   do   |   dressed   |   get   |   go   |   have 
play   |   shower   |   spend   |   up   |   wake   |   walk 
 
I have a busy life. I 1 ..................... up at 6 a.m. but I stay in bed for half an hour. 
I 2 ..................... my phone in bed! I get 3 ..................... at about 6.30. The bathroom is 
free then so I have a quick 4 ..................... , I get 5 .....................  and I 6 .....................   
breakfast. I leave home at 7 and I 7 .....................  the 7.10 bus to work. I’m at work 
from 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. In the evening, I 8 .....................  out with my girlfriend, or we 9 
.....................  
time in my flat. When I’m on my own, I read or I 10 .....................  video games. 
 

 

Frequency adverbs 

 



 

 

Goal: To develop reading comprehension 

Cont: Present simple / Adverbs of frequency 

 

Respecting a country’s culture 
 
When you’re visiting another country, it’s important to be prepared for some cultural 

differences.Of course, speaking a little of the language helps – and it show that you 

want to communicate. 

It also helps if you know a little about the religion and politics of the place, so that you 



don’t say anything that will upset people in your host country. 

 

People in different parts of the world expect different things. Let me give you a simple 

example. Imagine you’re a businessman from the USA visiting Japan for work. Trying 

to be friendly, perhaps while you are walking through a door, you put your hand on the 

other person’s back to let him or her go first. There’s nothing wrong with that, right? 

Except that there is. You’re breaking one of the many rules that exist in different 

cultures. Japanese people don’t want you to touch them and they don’t expect any 

physical contact. Each country has different cultural rules about what is and isn’t 

acceptable. Let’s say same businessman then goes to South America. There, people 

tend to stand quite close to each other. This time, it’s the North American who has the 

problem because, in the USA, the idea of personal space is that they leave about one 

metre between two people. In South America, and in many other countries, the 

distance can be half that, leaving the visitor feeling a little uncomfortable. 

 

Other cultural differences include things like making eye contact. Many people make 

eye contact as a way to have a successful conversation. Some say that you can’t trust 

people who don’t make eye contact because they aren’t being honest. Yet the 

Japanese see eye contact as unfriendly. While we are still in Japan, when you have a 

meal that you particularly enjoy, do you usually leave a little extra money as a tip for 

the waiter? It’s a kind and generous act that most of us don’t even think about. Well 

don’t do that here as they don’t think it’s polite. 

Just pay the bill and no more. You’re not being mean – you’re just respecting the 

culture of the country you’re visiting. 

 
 
 
1.  Read the article and circle T (True) or F (False). 
 
 
 
1  You should learn the language so that you don’t upset people.     T / F 

2  You should avoid talking about religion or politics.    T / F 

3  In paragraph 2, the writer talks about American people who travel.  T / F 

4  Visitors should always walk through a door before their hosts.   T / F 

5  It is best not to touch people in Japan.        T / F 

6   Cultural rules are the same in most countries.       T / F 

7  North Americans can feel uncomfortable if people stand close to them.   T / F 

8  A lot of people think it is important to make eye contact 



 when talking to someone.        T / F 

9  Japan and the USA have different views about making eye contact.  T / F 

10  Japanese people think you are mean if you don’t leave a tip for the waiter. T / F 

 

 

2.  Complete the sentences using your own words. 
 
1  You can show people in another country that you want to communicate by 
    ......................................................................................................................... 
 
2  When you let someone go through a door first in Japan, 
    ......................................................................................................................... 
 
3  Compared to North America, people in South America 
    ......................................................................................................................... 
 
4  When you are talking to a Japanese person and making eye contact, 
    ......................................................................................................................... 
 
5  When you have a meal in a Japanese restaurant, 
    ......................................................................................................................... 
 
 
3.  Make notes about you in the table below.  
 
I would describe myself as… ..................................................................................... 
    ..................................................................................... 
    ..................................................................................... 
 
One good thing about my personality is… ............................................................ 
      ............................................................ 
      ............................................................ 
      ............................................................ 
 
One thing I don’t like about my personality is…     
      ............................................................ 
      ............................................................ 
      ............................................................ 
 
I want friends who…  ..................................................................................... 
    ..................................................................................... 
    ..................................................................................... 
 
I can’t be friends with people who… ......................................................................... 
     ......................................................................... 
     ......................................................................... 


