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Goal: To use english writing in communicative situations. 

Cont: Past simple verb BE 

Past Simple of verb BE 

The affirmative form: 

I, he, she, it was. 

you, we, they were. 

Examples: 

 I was in London in 1999. 
 Pam was in London in 1999, too. 
 We were together. 
 She was my girlfriend. 

The negative form: 

I, he, she, it 

was not. 

wasn't. 

You, we, they 

were not. 

weren't. 

Examples: 

 I wasn't in Paris in 1999. 
 Pam wasn't in Paris in 1999. 
 We weren't in Paris. 

 



The interrogative form: 

Was I, he, she, it? 

Were you, we, they? 

Examples: 

 Were you in London last year? 
 Was Pam with you? 
 Were you together? 

Use of the simple past 

The simple past is used principally to describe events in the past. 

Remember: 

1. wasn't is the short form of was not. You can say either: 

 I was not in Paris, or 
 I wasn't in Paris. 

2. weren't is the short form of were not. You can say either: 

 we were not in Paris, or 
 we weren't in Paris. 

For more information watch this video 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3FdGPehN-E 

Exercises 

I.- Put the verb "to be" into the simple past 

1. I _________in  Canada last summer holiday. 

2. My sister __________with me. 

3. We ___________ in Montreal. 

4. She __________very happy. 

5. I ___________happy, too. 

II.- Put the verb "to be" into the simple present or the simple past: 

1. I ___________an  engineer. 
2. Last year I ________ a student in Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
3. I _________in love with a beautiful girl when I was 18. Now, I live in New York 

and I __________ married to her. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O3FdGPehN-E


III.-  Write sentences or questions in the past with the verb be. 
 

1  I / not / on holiday last month. 

    ............................................................................ 

 

2  it / your birthday yesterday? 

    ............................................................................ 

 

3  you / not / at college last week. 

    ............................................................................ 

 

4  where / Paul and Karen last night? 

    ............................................................................ 

 

5  we / at home yesterday evening. 

    ............................................................................ 

 

6  I / ill yesterday, but I’m OK now. 

    ............................................................................ 

 

7  my parents / really busy last weekend. 

    ............................................................................ 

 

8  why / you / late for class yesterday? 

    ............................................................................ 

 

9  Silvia / not / on the bus last night. 

    ............................................................................ 

 

10  why / he / not / at the party? 

    ............................................................................ 

 

 

 

 



 

Goal: To develop reading comprehension. 

Cont: Past simple verb BE 

 

1.  Read the interview with a musician. Circle the correct answer, A, B or C. 
 

Making music with Sophie Kwan 
 
Q:  Sophie, when did you start playing the violin? 
A:  When I was four. I had lessons once a week, then twice a week when I was eight. 
Q:  Are other members of your family musical? 
A:  Not really. My brother plays the piano and the violin, but just for fun – it’s not his 
job. My mum is a doctor and my dad works in an office. I left Hong Kong when I was 12 
to come to London, to study the violin. Later I studied at the Royal College of Music. 
Q:  That’s very young to leave home and live in a different country! 
A:  It is, but I loved it. I shared a house with other young musicians from all over the 
world – guitarists from Peru, pianists from France, and some adults lived with us, to 
look after us… I never felt alone – I made new friends. It was cool. 
Q:  Sophie, after college you played in orchestras all over the world. Why did you stop 
in 2012? 
A:  I needed a new challenge. When you travel the world, you realise that there are so 
many people who are poorer than you. I wanted to help them. 
Q:  So you started busking. 
A:  That’s right. I travelled around the world. I stopped in every city on my journey and 
played my violin in the street to earn money. I raised £35,000 – I spent £11,000 on the 
trip, but gave £24,000 to a charity that helps boys and girls in poor countries learn how 
to play an instrument. It wasn’t easy – I worked from 6 a.m. to midnight every day. But 
it was an amazing trip. 
 
I.-  Read the interview with a musician. Circle the correct answer, A, B or C. 
 
 
1  How often did Sophie have lessons when she was six? 
    A  three times a week 
    B  twice a week 
    C  once a week 
 
2  What is Sophie’s brother’s job? 
    A  He works in an office. 
    B  He’s a doctor. 
    C  We don’t know. 
 
3  When she shared a house in London, Sophie… 
    A  learnt to play the guitar. 
    B  made friends from different countries. 
    C  felt that she was alone. 
 
4  After Sophie finished studying, what did she do? 
    A  She played her violin to earn money. 
    B  She became a teacher to poor children. 
    C  She went home to Hong Kong. 
 
5  When Sophie travelled around the world, she… 



    A  worked at the weekend. 
    B  worked only at night. 
    C  worked long hours. 
 
II.  Number these events in Sophie’s life in the correct chronological order. 
 
a)  ........ She raised money for charity. 
b)  ........ She worked as a violinist. 
c) ........  She began violin lessons. 
d)  ........ She moved from Hong Kong to London. 
e)  ........ She shared a house with other musicians. 
 
III.- Write short answers to these questions. 

1  Which countries do Sophie’s friends come from? 
    ................................................................................................ 
 
2  When did Sophie stop playing in an orchestra? 
    ................................................................................................ 
 
3  Who did Sophie want to help? 
    ................................................................................................ 
 
4  Where does a ‘busker’ play his/her instrument? 
    ................................................................................................ 
 
5  How much did Sophie’s trip cost? 
    ................................................................................................ 
 
IV.- Answer the questions. Write complete sentences. 
 

1 What kind of music do you prefer? Why? 
 

    ........................................................................................................ 
    ........................................................................................................ 
 

2 What musical instruments would you like to play? 
 

    ........................................................................................................ 
    ........................................................................................................ 
 

3 Did you watch TV yesterday? What did you watch? 
 

    ........................................................................................................ 
    ........................................................................................................ 
 

4 What could you do when you were ten? 
 

    ........................................................................................................ 
    ........................................................................................................ 
 

5 Where did you go on your last holiday? 
 

    ........................................................................................................ 
    ........................................................................................................ 

 
 
 
 
 



V.  This is part of an e-mail from a friend. Write to your friend. 
Answer the questions. Write 70–80 words. 
 

Tell me about an interesting journey. Where did you go? 
How did you travel? Who did you travel with? What happened? 
  
........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

........................................................................................................................ 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 


